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In her many public addresses, USC
founder Dr. Lotta Hitschmanova

often spoke of our common humanity. Having
experienced the goodwill of Canadians as a WWII
refugee in search of a new home, she understood
only too well humankinds interdependence and the
need for citizenship that transcends borders.

She stated it simply but eloquently: *.it must be
your conviction that mankind is one, made up

of many faces.”

Lotta brought that belief to all USC programs. Today
that concept of social justice - that all humans are
connected and entitled to equal treatment and equal
opportunities - still guides our work.

We want to live in a global commons full of promise
and potential, but most times that kind of world is
hard to envisage. We certainly arent managing our
planet’s natural resources very well. More than 75%
of crop varieties have disappeared. The world's 17
main fishing grounds are now being fished at or
above sustainable limits. We also seem to be failing

in our efforts to build a peaceful world community.
War and conflict reach into too many corners of our
fragile lands. The gap between the privileged and
people on the margins is growing. Every day, more
than 16,000 children die from hunger-related causes
- one child every five seconds. A world of promise
and potential seems a pipe dream.

But like Lotta - a refugee who chose to return the
kindness she experienced - humans can be a resilient
and determined bunch. There are many who refuse to
be defeated, many who are committed to act for the
common good. In this report, you will read about such
individuals and communities - USC partners that are
not only taking charge of their own lives but also
working hard to build stronger, lasting, and healthy
social and environmental systems.

linvite you to read about the achievements of
these good people - successful, in part, because
you chose to believe in their potential. They inspire
us here at USC Canada, and | am confident that
they will inspire you. They continue to need our

support, but it is clear to me that we also need
them. Their skill and capacity to move forward
when the road ahead seems filled with obstacles
encourages us to keep our focus, to not give up,
to work closely and carefully with our friends in
the South. We ask you to join themand usina
global movement to build a world community
that will treat its citizens with fairness and
compassion well into the future.

FulsC,

Susan Walsh
Executive Director
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Building A Just World Together

Anyone who has seen the photograph of Earth from space would
agree that the well being of each individual on the planet depends
on the welfare of every other. This sense of shared destiny compels
USC to work towards a future where every person can claim the
same rights, and take advantage of the same opportunities - be
they farmers in Mali trying to eke out a living, or adolescents in
Bangladesh learning about their rights.

In meeting its responsibility to build a more just world, USC
supports communities in their efforts to improve their lives, helping
change the policies and structures that keep them in poverty.
Our hope is that every citizen of this planet, whether in Canada
or overseas, will act together to nurture and protect the common
vision of human equality and dignity, peace, and prosperity. That is
the essence of social justice.

With an approach grounded in the principle of equal partnership
to address common challenges, USC and our partners are helping
to realize this vision. Last year, USC's work focused on the areas
of life skills and education for youth, civic education, and food
and livelihood security.
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Leaders of Tomorrow

Supporting Future Leaders

A community’s richest resource is its people - especially youth, who hold the
promise of a better life. But in Bangladesh, while adolescents represent 1/4 of
the population, they are often neglected. USC helps, providing opportunities to
60,000 teens. Within a network of Adolescent Resource Centres (ARCs) - small
community centres for teenage girls - USC's partners provide library services,
health counselling, skills training, and income generating activities.

Shela and Rekha, are now self-reliant young women. As teens, these sisters
used the ARC in their village. To enhance their job
skills, they attended a training course offered by

a master tailor and went on to become well-paid
tailors. Now they share a portion of their earnings
with their family, and serve as role models, inspiring
other young women to take advantage of the services
offered at the ARCs.

Last year, USC supported 32 ARCs in villages throughout
Bangladesh, giving 5,700 young people and their families
the opportunity to make positive change in their lives.

Strengthening Employment Options

Non-formal education helps people without a formal education to develop
their skills and improve livelihoods. This year, USC’s partner in Nepal offered
a nine-month literacy class in the Dhading district to members of a savings
and credit group. The class was offered to women and teenage girls for two
hours a day, six days a week. Participants are now not only able to read, but
also able to keep the groups accounts.

One of their members, Meena Kunwar,

a 32-year old mother of four, had no
opportunity to go to school when she
was young. After the training she said,
“Now I am able to read and write and
keep simple accounting records.” She now
runs her own tea stall with the help of the
savings and credit group.

Last year, USC Nepal supported 35 non-formal
education classes in rural Nepal, providing
795 students with basic literacy skills.

Photo by USC Canada
Adolescent Resource Centre.
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CELEBRATING DIVERSITY:

Advocating for rights, promoting self sufficiency through seed
conservation, preserving biodiversity, sharing knowledge, and
ensuring a community has a say in its future - all of these are key to
social justice and development. And all of these came
together during the farmers Seed Caravan in Mali. ’

In November, USC West Africa organized a seed
caravan and fair involving 130 farmers from 68
villages around the Northern Mali communities of
Douentza and Mopti. Farmers exhibited seed and
plant samples to a large turnout of visitors, including
farmers, government officials, and media. About
1,200 people joined the evening celebrations of

Food And Livelihood Security

Protecting our Common Wealth
Seeds are the planet’s genetic wealth, the first .
element in a food chain that is the basis of our

food supply. Available for all to save and o
exchange for as long as agriculture has
existed, seeds are the essential tools farmers
use to maintain and promote biodiversity.
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Understandably, farmers everywhere were .' 4
alarmed when they heard of Terminator .
Technology - a biotechnology that produces plants r
with sterile seeds and removes the option to save seed for

replanting. With our Seeds of Survival program showing seed saving

is a reliable path to food security, USC joined farmers and organizations
around the world in a stand against Terminator.

We met with Canadian policy-makers, joined international networks and
meetings, and organized public education and advocacy campaigns on
the issue. With Canadian and international partners, USC organized a major
public forum in Ottawa called Terminator On Trial, featuring renowned Indian
scientist Dr. Vandana Shiva, and Saskatchewan farmer Percy Schmeiser. On a
cold March evening, nearly 1,000 people gathered to hear about Terminator
and, in the end, passed judgement condemning the technology.

Our actions worked. Public concern influenced an extension
» of the global moratorium on Terminator for the foreseeable
®, future. USC was able to help drive an issue that had as
much resonance abroad as it did at home, and that had
a global impact. Our hope now is that Canada will
join countries like India and Brazil to pass legislation
@ DProhibiting the field-testing and commercialization
of sterile seed technology — action that is in support
of farmers worldwide.

. ;‘ Seeds of Resilience
Terminator is only one threat to farmers' livelihoods. The
promotion of seed varieties that are not adapted to local growing
conditions is another. Farmers risk losing their heritage of biodiversity
and their resilience if they forego traditional varieties in favour of introduced
seeds. Vandana Shiva spoke in defence of traditional seed saving at the
forum on Terminator:

Third World farmers are not at a disadvantage when they
save their seeds, have their diversity, and defend their rights.
These are not obsolete varieties, they are timeless varieties.
They are not like models of cars, like fashion that you throw
away after one or three years. We save seeds that can be
traced back thousands of years.




- THE SEED CARAVAN IN MALI

music, theatre performances, and documentaries, all praising

traditional knowledge and farming systems. Through storytelling

and displays, participating farmers urged communities to be at
the forefront of preserving their resources.

During the fair, farmers visited community seed
and gene banks. They discussed genetic erosion and
the importance of local crop varieties. In the end, their
message was clear: that farmers are the keepers of
the knowledge and genetic resources needed to
promote biodiversity and food sovereignty.

Photo by Faris Ahmed
Seed Fair participants in discussion.

WHENFUTURES

That's why the GREEN Foundation (GF) - USC’s partner in India - promotes seed
saving and traditional varieties among farmers in hundreds of communities
around Bangalore; farmers like Hombalamma. Five years ago, Hombalamma was
having a difficult time, with poor health and insufficient food for her family. With
GF’s help, she turned to indigenous varieties, rediscovering the practice of mixing
crops that had been discouraged in recent years.

She says, “Since | adopted this method, we have never gone hungry nor fallen
sick. I'm busy all year through because crops keep maturing one after another”

Hombalamma speaks regularly at seminars about seed conservation and secure
seed supply systems. And she is but one farmer. Every year, GF works with hundreds
like her, ensuring healthy
livelihoods and a stable source
of food for entire communities.

Farmer Forums and Exchanges

Spreading the word about conservation and biodiversity is important as a
means of promoting the resource base essential for sustaining food security.
Like Hombalamma, the farmers in Honduras also take part in community
forums and farmer exchanges.

USC's partner - the Foundation for Participatory Research with Honduran Farmers
(FIPAH) - organized a series of fairs last year to promote biodiversity conservation.
Farmers, homemakers, students, agricultural technicians, and municipal leaders
in attendance all witnessed the diversity - more than 82 species of crops and
754 varieties. Seeds of every colour, shape, and size were sold and exchanged
and prizes were awarded to those displaying the greatest diversity.

The fairs raise awareness about biodiversity and initiatives to protect the heritage
of this region. But farmers in Honduras are also adding to that diversity. This year,
farmer-researchers bred two varieties of maize for use in higher altitudes, where
most small-scale farmers live. The new varieties are based on traditional maize
varieties already adapted to local conditions. Farmers can now be more certain
of a bountiful crop and secure livelihood in the future.

Photo by Kate Green
Green Foundation farmers display
traditional seed storage containers.




Civil Society

Active Citizenship and Effective Governance

Civil society development and strengthening is a key focus of USC's
programs in Indonesia. Our partners provide training to community
leaders, civil society organizations, and village government officers, helping
them improve their knowledge and respect for democracy, gender equity,
and accountability. The aim is to build village governments that have a voice
in their own development.

Last year, nearly 3400 men and women took part in training offered by USC
partners. They are now taking active roles in local governance, learning about
laws, rights, and responsibility.

Increasingly, community leaders are engaging local policy-makers in dialogue
about the provision of public services. Communities are more willing to

advocate for change to the systems and policies that work against their
interests. USCs Indonesian partners - SATUNAMA and YAPPIKA - have many
really encouraging stories about the impact of this work.

YAPPIKAs program in the Indonesian province of Aceh - seriously affected by the
2005 Tsunami - has helped strengthen small civil society organizations (CSOs).
As a result, they were better able to participate in Tsunami recovery. The CSOs
that YAPPIKA works with are also engaging with local officials on housing and
well construction. In one district, the local legislature involved school
committees in discussions about budget allocation for education.

After learning about land rights, KSM Sido Mulyo, a community group, avoided
eviction from their land. When several local officials learned about the success of
the cafés run by Sido Mulyo, they approached the government to request rights
to the land, claiming it was unused forest. With SATUNAMAS help, the group

defended their land rights. The group’s leader, Sudyah, said “SATUNAMA helped
us understand our rights and make us more active in defending those rights.”

Photo by FIPAH

In Honduras, farmers traditionally excluded from government
agriculture programs are now being recognized for their plant
breeding work.
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Forest Committees Conserve the Environment
Environmental conservation plays a role beyond food security. In Nepal,
communal forests are key to community livelihoods; used for fuel,
fodder, and building materials. With high demand and few controls,
community forests can quickly become eroded and sparse.

The environmental balance on these communal lands is thrown

off and communities lose their livelihoods.

This year, USC Nepal worked with communities to encourage the formation
of local committees to manage community forests and conservation areas.
Together, they
planted 62,000
saplings, cultivated
in community
nurseries, to ensure
the sustainability
of forest resources.

Photo by Andrew Stevenson
Harvesting fuel wood is sustainable
with proper forest management.

Planting Trees for Food and Shelter

Most people in Timor Leste's rural areas are subsistence farmers, so USC's
work focuses on agriculture and building awareness about natural resource
management. This year, after being trained on the techniques and benefits
of terracing sloped land, communities in Manatuto district began turning
unused land into productive land.

With USC support they organized a “Reforestation Day" in three villages.
The organizers encouraged participation from the entire community -
men, women, and youth - and 700 people got involved, planting eight
hectares of sloped land with 9,600 seedlings. Once mature, the trees
will provide both food and building materials. This small change will
make a big difference.

These select examples only represent a portion of the work we
do and are intended to provide a sense of USCs philosophy and
how we are building a just world together. Please contact us if
you would like more detailed information about any of our programs.
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